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did in this place. We first transported all that was
in the canoe to the source of the Illinois river, which
is called Huakiki; then we carried our canoe thither,
and, after having loaded it, we embarked to continue
our way. We were only two days in making this
portage, which was a league and a half long.*® The
copious rains which fell at that season had swollen
our little rivers, and delivered us from the rapids
that we dreaded. At last we perceived our own
welcome Country; the wild oxen and the herds of
deer were roving along the bank of the river, and
from the canoe we shot some, now and then, which
served for our repasts.

Many of the Savages from the village of the
Peouarias came some leagues to meet me, in order to
escort me and to defend me from the parties of
warriors who range the forests; and, when I drew
near the Village, they sent one of their number
thither to give notice of my arrival. The greater
part of the men ascended to the Fort, which is
placed upon a rock on the bank of the river.
When I entered the Village, they fired a volley from
their muskets in sign of rejoicing; joy was actually
painted on their faces, and they vied in displaying
it in my presence. I was invited with the French-
men and the Illinois chiefs to a feast, which the
most distinguished men of the Peouarias gave us. It
was then that one of their principal Chiefs, speaking
in the name of the Tribe, expressed to me the keen
grief that they felt for the unworthy manner in
which they had treated Father Gravier; and he
besought me to forget it, to have pity upon them
and their children, and to open for them the door of
Heaven, which they had shut against themselves.



